
  

 

This year has been an incredibly busy one 
for the staff and board of directors at the 
Gastineau Humane Society.  We adopted 
out 311 animals, boarded a cumulative 
2844 dogs, and provided day care for over 
3000 cumulative day care dogs, all while 
hosting major fundraisers to help us meet  
our mission, and provide the level of care 
and service that the Juneau community has 

come to expect from the Gastineau Humane 
Society and its staff. 
In 2015, Animal Control and Protection 
Services not only worked on over 1,400 
cases and assisted in returning over 289 
animals safely to their homes, but they also 
licensed an amazing number of dogs within 
the City and Borough of Juneau, totaling 
3958 dog licenses issued. 

We take great pride in caring for our 
animals, and yours.  Thank you for helping 
us to continue providing care and shelter to 
animals in need for over 50 years.  With 
your help we are able to continue to give 
life-saving food, shelter, and medical care 
to hundreds of animals in need every year, 
and find hundreds of unwanted animals 
new and promising forever homes. 
 
 

2015 was a busy year at the Gastineau Humane Society! 

O U R  S T A F F  I S  O U R  S T R E N G T H  
Gastineau Humane Society prides itself on the dedication of our staff and Board of Directors. 

 

SPRING NEWSLETTER       2016 

G A S T I N E A U  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  

All staff photos courtesy Kerry Howard. 



  
GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY WAS SELECTED AS THE 2015 
NON-PROFIT PARTNER FOR ALASKAN BREWING COMPANY 

FRIDAYS AT 
THE DEPOT 

GREAT SHOPPING! 

MATT & BREE HAVING 
FUN AT THE DEPOT 

MARINA -  BOARD PRESIDENT 
HANGING AT THE DEPOT 

ALASKAN BREWING CO.  

The Alaskan Brewing Company selects a local charity each year to support with 
fundraising efforts.  Gastineau Humane Society was proud to be selected by the 
Alaskan Brew Crew to be their non-profit partner for 2015.  The total amount 
raised by the Alaskan Brewing Company over the course of 2015, and given to 
the Gastineau Humane Society, was over $16,000!!! 

We would just like to say thank you to Alaskan Brewing Company, for providing 
us with wonderful continued support, and for selecting us as their partner in 
2015.  Alaskan also donated their fantastic beer at our fundraising events. We 
are extremely appreciative to this local company and their big heart for 
supporting us in our mission!  Thank you!!! 

Additionally, Gastineau Humane Society was also given the magnificent 
opportunity to spend evenings during First Friday at the Brewery Depot Store in 
downtown Juneau, meeting GHS supporters and sharing our love of animals with 
members of our community.  Having an easily accessible location in a high 
traffic area on a weekly basis made it possible for GHS to share a little about our 
valuable resources with Juneau residents. 

Thank you Alaskan Brewing Company!  Your enduring support has been 
invaluable to Gastineau Humane Society and its efforts to help animals in need. 

 
GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY’S BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS ACCEPT THE FINAL CHECK FROM 
ALASKAN BREWING COMPANY 



  
 

HAPPY TAILS 
STORIES OF SUCCESSFUL ADOPTION FROM GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY 

 

S T A N L E Y 
Stanley is the first cat Sarah 
Sjostedt has adopted from 
GHS.  He is also the first cat for 
Genevieve Gagne-Hawes and 
Justin Pahl. They all appreciate 
GHS caring for him until he 
could become part of their 
families. 

STANLEY 
Take one blind cat, a small circle of friends and then, as the song goes, ask yourself, “Would you believe in 
a love at first sight? Yes I’m certain that it happens all the time.”  In honor of Valentine’s Day, this edition 
of Happy Tails tells one lucky cat’s version of just this story. 
On a mid-summer’s night in July of 2015, someone anonymously left a cat in the entryway at the 
Gastineau Humane Society (GHS).  This act alone is not necessarily unusual—after all, the GHS has cages 
in their entry expressly for this purpose so unwanted animals have a place to go other than the streets.  
However, what made this relinquishment stand out was the simple note that was left behind with the 
handsome orange cat. It said, “This is Mr. Mustard. He is blind.”  
GHS staff gave the orange cat a health evaluation and determined that, yes, he was blind but otherwise in 
good health.  He had likely been blind since he was a kitten and the cause was unknown.  They named him 
“Stanley,” took his picture and put him up for adoption.  Little did anyone know what a profound effect 
this one picture would have on his future. 
Many people saw the photo and were struck by his vulnerable innocence.  While several expressed an 
interest in him, as is often the case for animals with a disability, that disability was a hindrance to adoption.  
Weeks passed, and then weeks became months.   
In early fall, Stanley was adopted into a home with another cat.  Initially things went well, but the cats 
didn’t get along and Stanley was returned.  GHS staff made another effort to get Stanley a permanent 
home, including putting his picture in the newspaper. 
Meanwhile, Sarah was busy with her life routine, which includes grad school, studies, and some travel.  A 
self-professed “dog person,” she really wanted to get a dog but knew her life was too complicated at the 
moment.  Then one day in October, she saw Stanley’s photo in the paper and, you guessed it, it was love at 
first sight.  Sarah had never thought about a cat and had never owned one, but something about Stanley 
resonated so strongly that she filed an adoption application. 
Several weeks passed as Sarah waited to hear from GHS.  She then started to second guess her decision, 
wondering if her life—especially her travel schedule-- might also be too complicated to bring home a new 
cat, especially one that was blind.  However, it was at a Halloween party that a community solution was 
struck.  At that party, Stanley’s photo came up and several people talked about how they’d like to adopt 
him.  Sarah had casually known Genevieve and Justin in social situations but didn’t know them very well 
personally.  However, Genevieve and Justin were also interested in Stanley.  After serious discussions, 
Genevieve and Justin agreed that if Sarah adopted Stanley, they would be his extended family and take care 
of Stanley when Sarah had to travel. 
In early November, the adoption became official and Stanley came home with Sarah!  The minute Stanley 
arrived at her house, she knew it would be just fine.  After a few rounds exploring the house, Stanley 
simply made himself at home and was very calm and relaxed. Right from the start he was also extremely 
loving and gentle. 
Just two weeks later, Sarah had a scheduled trip, which meant that Stanley would be going to Genevieve 
and Justin’s home while she was away.  Everyone was a bit nervous how things would go.  Luckily they all 
live in the same neighborhood, which made things easier.  Justin said that when they let Stanley out of his 
carrier, he proceeded to “make laps around the house” for about an hour or so, seemingly memorizing 
where things were.  Then, just like he did at Sarah’s house, he calmly sat down and made himself at home. 
Stanley is simply a very calm and social cat who adjusts very easily.  The second time Stanley was to go to 
Genevieve and Justin’s, he actually jumped up on the carrier as if to say, “OK….I’m ready to go!” 
His families do what they can to help him---little things like keeping food, water and litter in the same 
place, and not making major changes in how their homes are arranged.  These accommodations can really 
help a blind cat be at home in their environment and are similar to what one would do for a toddler. The 
only thing that Stanley can never be allowed to do is roam freely outside. 
So what is Stanley like?  They all agree that Stanley is a very easy cat to love.  He has a sweet personality 
and is loving in a way that you might expect more from a dog.  He actually seems as if he is grateful to 
have a home and gives back that love twofold. Justin also describes him as a “pack animal”—in other 
words, Stanley just wants to be near the people who love him.   
Sarah says that she often forgets that Stanley is blind. That is not to say that he doesn’t sometimes bump 
into things, but he is very agile and gets around so well it is remarkable.  They do think that he may be able 
to see some shadows or movement because he likes to play with toys.  Justin made him a red ball and says 
that Stanley can definitely follow that when it is moving.  He also loves his feather on a string that has a 
bell on it.  Other activities Stanley enjoys are playing with his cat scratcher and sitting on laps and arms 
while someone is typing or reading. He likes to sleep in the crook of Sarah’s arm. Justin works at night and 
Genevieve works during the day, so when he is at their home, Stanley gets 24-hour attention.    
Sarah, Genevieve and Justin all believe that life sometimes gives you amazing opportunities.  Stanley 
really has changed their lives.  Not only were none of them “cat people” before Stanley, they were also just 
casual acquaintances.  Stanley brought them together, created a little community, and has given them all so 
much love.   

Story & Photos by Kerry Howard, 
GHS Board Member & Volunteer 



 
 

HOW CAN I HELP? 
 

There are many ways you can help GHS care for animals in our community. 
However you choose to help Gastineau Humane Society care for animals is greatly appreciated. 

SIMPLE WAYS TO 
SUPPORT GASTINEAU 

HUMANE SOCIETY 
SHOP VIA AMAZON SMILE: 

Instead of just shopping at Amazon, shop 
at Amazon Smile. Amazon will 
donate .5% of your Amazon purchases to 
GHS at no cost to you. You can set up 
GHS as your charity by going into your 
Amazon account settings, “change your 
charity” and entering our charity number: 
92-0057621. Then each time you go to 
www.smile.amazon.com your purchases 
will automatically benefit the shelter. 

SHOP AT FRED MEYER WITH 
GHS AS YOUR REWARDS CARD 

CHARITY: 
8181 Glacier Hwy. - (907)789-6500 

www.fredmeyer.com 

Set up GHS as your Fred Meyer’s 
Rewards charity, then shop. It won't cost 
you an extra cent, and YOU get to keep 
your fuel points. Whenever you use your 
Rewards Card, you will be helping GHS 
earn a donation from Fred Meyer. 

RECYCLE WITH SKOOKUM: 

1725 Anka St. - (907) 463-3001 
www.skookumrecycling.net 

Bring your aluminum cans to GHS and 
place them in our recycling bin on the side 
of the building closest to the mural.  
Skookum donates the aluminum proceeds 
to GHS. 
 
When you drop off scrap metal at 
Skookum, let them know that you want to 
donate the proceeds to GHS. 
 

CONSIGN & SH0P AT 
ALASKAN DAMES: 

9131 Glacier Hwy. - (907) 790-3263 
www.alaskandames.com 

Consign your gently used clothes at 
Alaskan Dames under the GHS account.  
You can use your e-mail address or ours: 

admin@ghspets.org. When your clothes 
sell, they raise money for the shelter. 

Bring your own bag to shop at Alaskan 
Dames & Alaskan Dames will give you a 
nickel to place in their GHS donation box 
in return for not using a bag. 

DONATE TO GHS 
THROUGH VARIOUS 

DONATION PROGRAMS 
GREATEST NEED: 

Donations to this fund go to support 
whatever is in the greatest need at the time. 
That may be food, veterinary care, or even 
new beds. Greatest need refers to what is 
most needed by the animals we care for, 
right now.  

SPAY AND NEUTER FUND: 

Donations made to the Spay & Neuter 
Fund are used to provide spay and neuter 
assistance to individuals who cannot 
afford this surgery for their pet, and/or to 
offset the cost of our in-house spay & 
neuter program for the animals we adopt 
out.  

2nd CHANCE FUND: 

This fund assists animals who need special 
care of one kind or another in order to live 
their lives in the healthiest and happiest 
way possible.  

 DONATION IN MEMORY OF: 

If you have a friend or relative who has 
recently suffered the loss of a beloved pet, 
or you yourself have, a donation made in 
the pets name is a wonderful and 
meaningful memorial. 

DONATION IN HONOR OF: 

A donation made In Honor of someone is 
a wonderful way to celebrate their 
birthday, or any special day!  

Easily donate online at www.ghspets.org 
or you can call us at 789-0260 and make a 
contribution over the phone. We also love 
to see and meet our contributors in person!  

Contributions may also be mailed to: 

Gastineau Humane Society 
7705 Glacier Highway 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

LEGACY GIVING FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS: 

By making an estate gift to Gastineau 
Humane Society, you can make a long 
lasting contribution to the welfare of many 
animals cared for at our shelter; including 
humane education, effective law 
enforcement of animal protection laws, 
maintenance of a quality shelter, and great 
animal care and forever family adoptions. 

GHS depends on financial contributions 
from people like you to ensure a stable, 
secure future. 

We encourage friends like you to consider 
naming GHS as a beneficiary in your will, 
trust, retirement plan and/or life insurance 
policy, and/or giving GHS IFQs 
(individual fishing quotas) in your will. 

DONATE SUPPLIES 
FROM OUR WISH LIST 

CLEANING SUPPLIES 
Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Sponges, 
Soft Soap, Hand Sanitizer, Unscented, 

Dryer Sheets, Windex, Bleach 
Gallon & Snack Size Ziplock Bags 

Laundry Detergent (High Efficiency) 
 

PET SUPPLIES 
Peanut Butter 

Yummy Chummies 
Kirkland Puppy Chow 

Kirkland Adult Food Lamb & Rice 
Johnny Cat Clay Litter* 

Wood Pellets* (we use them for cat 
litter!) 

*WE DO NOT USE CLUMPING LITTER 
Kirkland Cat Maintenance 

Purina One-Smart Blend 7+ 
(for Senior cats) 

Canned Cat Food - Pate Style 
 

GHS is a private non-profit 501(c 3 corporation. Donations to GHS may be tax deductible. Consult your tax professional. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.fredmeyer.com/
http://www.skookumrecycling.net/
http://www.alaskandames.com/
http://www.ghspets.org/


 

J US T A  F E W O F  
THE ANI M A LS  
AS S I S TED B Y 

YOUR  C ONTI N UED 
DONATI O NS  

V ALE N TIN O -  D IABE T IC  C AT  

AY LA -  “CHERRY E YE”  S U RGER Y  

LOTS & LOTS OF KITTENS 

CASHM ERE -  C AR D IO LO G IST V IS IT  

GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY STAFF ACCEPT THE $25,557 CHECK 
FROM THE JUNEAU COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

YOUR DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE.  
INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE 

DONATIONS ARE LARGEST 
CONTIRBUTORS TO THE 

GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY  

Each year, individual donations 
make up the largest contributor base 
that Gastineau Humane Society has. 
Many people mistakenly believe that 
we are well funded by the state or 
city.  However, we are actually a 
private, non-profit shelter, started 
from humble beginnings by people 
who shared the common bond of 
caring about animals in need. 

Although we are also contracted 
to perform Animal Control and 
Protection Services by the City and 
Borough of Juneau, we are not a 
government entity. Gastineau 
Humane Society continues to rely 
heavily on the generous contributions 
from the public in order to sustain our 
honored tradition of serving animals 
in need in our community. It is 
through these contributions that 
Gastineau Humane Society is able to 
continue our care for animals in need 
successfully throughout each year. 

You can donate to help GHS in a 
number of ways, including donations 

to our Greatest Need or Second 
Chance Funds, donations in memory 
of or in honor of someone, or by 
choosing to make a legacy gift by 
considering naming GHS as a 
beneficiary. 

JUNEAU COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT 

PAYS $25,557 TO 
GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY 

Gastineau Humane Society would 
like to thank the Juneau Community 
Foundation and a generous donor for 
creating the Gastineau Humane 
Society Operating Endowment Fund. 

This endowment fund will assist 
with the operational costs of the 
Gastineau Humane Society shelter, 
and help ensure the welfare of animals 
in need in our community for years to 
come. 

Individuals wishing to add to the 
endowment fund can donate online at: 
www.juneaucf.org/affiliatesfunds/affl
iates_funds.html 

Please be sure to include the name 
“Gastineau Humane Society 
Operating Endowment Fund” in the 
message area. 

 
 
 



 

  

SAVE THE DATE 
ON 

SATURDAY 
APRIL 16TH 2016 

JOIN US FOR THIS YEAR’S 

RUN FUR FUN 
AT THE 

MANEDENHALL LAKE 
CAMPGROUND 

 

All proceeds go to benefit animals in need! 
 

More information to follow at ghspets.org 

RUN FUR FUN 

All Run Fur Fun photos courtesy Flynnfotograpy.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

ADOPTIONS AT GHS!!  

WWW.GHSPETS.ORG - 7705 GLACIER HIGHWAY, JUNEAU, AK 99801- (907) 789-0260 

GHS VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: HAZEL REYNOLDS - DOG TRAINER 
Gastineau Humane Society is proud to 
put the spotlight on our wonderful 
volunteer Hazel Reynolds. 

Often times, we have animals who need 
work with certain behavioral issues.  
This doesn’t mean that these animals 
won’t make great pets, it just means 
that they might need a little more 
socialization skills or basic manners 
training.  That’s where Hazel is a true 
hero for the dogs at the Gastineau 
Humane Society. 

Hazel is an experienced dog trainer 
with the Capital Kennel Club of 
Juneau, and an active volunteer at 
Gastineau Humane Society.  She 
spends many hours a week 
volunteering her time and talent to 
work with some of our dogs who may 
have come in with special training 
needs. 

If a dog is timid, or fearful, Hazel might 
spend hours working with them to 
socialize them around loud or strange 
noises and new unfamiliar people. 

Sometimes GHS has a dog who has 
never been taught the most basic of 
manners, like sit, stay, or how to walk 
on a leash.  Hazel will work with them  

 
on positive reinforcement, and take them 
for walks; all the while training with treats 
and love. 

Occasionally we get dogs that are so 
rambunctious and unruly, they can barely 
meet with the public without knocking 
them over.  These dogs are often taught by 
Hazel how to be calm, to listen, and to be 
still; combined with plenty of exercise. 

Behavioral issues are a frequent reason that 
dogs are relinquished to shelters.  Without 
a head start on how to work on these issues, 
new owners might feel overwhelmed 
taking on a new pet, and its training needs. 

Hazel’s hard work helps give animals 
that others have given up on the 
chance to start fresh in a new forever 
home.  She is able to communicate to 
GHS staff the training techniques that 
she has found to work the best with 
each individual dog.  In turn, we are 
able to share this information with 
new potential adopters. 

A little bit of training helps give a 
shelter dog its best chance at finding a 
new forever home.  While basic 
manners make it easier for animals to 
safely meet with members of the 
public, it also shows adopters that with 
a little effort, old dogs really can learn 
new tricks. 

More specialized training with fearful 
or rambunctious dogs can also help 
increase a dog’s chance of finding a 
home.  If we know what challenges a 
dog has faced in the past, we can work 
on those problem areas, and provide 
useful tools and training techniques to 
the new potential adopters. 

Most people want to give an animal a 
second chance at finding its forever 
home.  Hazel ensures that each dog at 
GHS has the best chance at finding it. 

 



 

Happy New Year!  Welcome to our first newsletter!  I am excited to introduce this newsletter to you, our 
dedicated supporters. We hope that you read and enjoy its content, and know that your support is how we are 
making a difference in our community!  If you would like to help us save money by receiving only an email 
version of this newsletter, please let us know by calling 789-0260 or send an email to membership@ghspets.org. 
As we start into the New Year, our staff is busy developing new projects and programs around the shelter and 
our community.  In 2016 we hope to continue to be a model for progressive animal shelters in Alaska. Our 
dedicated staff and volunteers will remain committed to our mission and core values ~ providing care and 
services to any animal in need while working to ensure the financial future of our community shelter. As an 
open-admission facility, we turn no animal away, regardless of the animal’s age, breed, temperament, and 
physical or medical condition. 
Over the last decade our efforts educating the public in the importance of spaying & neutering their pets are 
proving to be successful. The number of homeless, unwanted, and abused animals received into our facility is 
declining.  Our Public outreach and education of humane animal ownership continue to be one of our primary 
goals. 
I am so proud of our organization and the work we do.  I’m equally as excited when I think about our future 
plans and the work still left to be done.  
None of this work would be possible without the support of our members, donors, business partners, staff and 
volunteers.  Working together, we can and do make a difference.  We look forward to continuing to serve GHS 
and Juneau’s animals in 2016.  I thank you all for your ongoing support and confidence in our organization and 
look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.  
Thank you again for your support! 

- Matt Musslewhite - Executive Director Gastineau Humane Society 
 

 

Gastineau Humane Society 
7705 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801 
ghspets.org 
(907) 789-0260 

 


