
  

 

  

We have had a great first half of the year 
here at the Gastineau Humane Society.  
Fundraisers are a main source of our 
funding, and enable us to help animals with 
special medical needs, and allow us to 
house “less adoptable” animals for longer 
periods of time.  Contributions to the 
Gastineau Humane Society are what keep 
our doors open and pay for everything the 
animals we care for need. 

This year, GHS hosted our 2nd Annual 
Run Fur Fun fundraising event on April 
16th. We had almost 150 participants and 
$2,635 was raised to help support the work 
of Gastineau Humane Society! 
In June, Hangar on the Wharf hosted a 
“Block Party”, and donated the door 
proceeds, over $4,000, to the animals here 
at the Gastineau Humane Society. 

GHS is also working in partnership with 
local company, Heritage Coffee, and has 
started selling our very own brands: Best 
Friend Blend and Muddy Paws.  Sales of 
coffee have been a huge success, and have 
already sold out on multiple occasions! 
With support from the community for 
events like these, Gastineau Humane 
Society is able to continue its important 
work for animal advocacy. 
 

What’s been happening at the Gastineau Humane Society? 
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G A S T I N E A U  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  

All photos from prior contests! 

All the photos here are from previous contests! 



  

2016 
WINNERS 

1S T PLACE - LOTA! 

2N D PLACE – NINA! 

3R D PLACE – BUTCH! 

FAN FAVORITE – MR.B! 

A N N U A L  4 T H  O F  J U L Y  
S U P E R  D O G  F R I S B E E  C O N T E S T  



  

C H I C O 
Frankie Sanders and her late 
husband James appreciated that 
GHS was very careful in their 
adoption process, diligently 
checking references to make 
sure that animals are placed into 
good homes.    

CHICO 
Unfortunately this story is all too common.  Someone's beloved pet goes missing and they never 
find them.  Last summer, a kind-hearted woman found a small dog wandering around the 
Creekside neighborhood.  She knew he must belong to someone as he appeared well-cared-for 
and was well behaved.  She knocked on numerous doors and made inquiries, but no one in the 
area knew anything about the dog.  Unable to find the owners, she took him to the Gastineau 
Humane Society (GHS) in hopes his owners would find him there. 

Whenever GHS receives an animal who they believe belongs to someone, they post photos of the 
animal on their website and their Facebook page.  In the case of this small dog, who would be 
named Chico, no one came forward and after five days, the waiting period for animals to be 
reclaimed, he was put up for adoption.   When one door closes, another one opens. 

Frankie and James have always loved small dogs, and over a marriage of almost 70 years, they've 
had their share of dogs.   Their prior dog Lady, a miniature pinscher who they adopted in 
Anchorage, had died several years before.  It took a while for them to be ready for a new 
companion because they loved her so dearly.   But the time seemed right to get another dog so 
they went to GHS.  Their criteria were simple:  they wanted a small dog and they wanted an older 
dog.  Both 90-plus years young, they didn't want a puppy or a younger dog and they also knew 
that older dogs were harder to place.  In July of last year, only one dog at GHS fit the bill—Chico.  
They liked him right away, so they filed an application and soon he became part of their family.   

Chico is rat terrier mix that the vet estimated to be about 8 years old.  He was in good health 
except for his teeth.  After adopting him, they took him in for a dental cleaning and he ended up 
losing nine teeth to decay.  The procedure was just a minor setback, however, and his health 
continues to be great. 

Chico quickly worked his way into James’ and Frankie's hearts.  He is the kind of dog who just 
loves to be by his people and is very sweet and good natured.  Sadly, James died in December 
2015 at the age of 99.  With the loss of her husband and companion for so many years, Frankie 
says she doesn't know what she would have done without Chico.  It is greatly comforting to her 
to have a loyal dog who James loved, too.  Given their ages, when she and her husband adopted 
Chico, they also made provisions that should Chico outlive them, one of their family members 
would care for him.  As Frankie says, "He is family and you make provisions to ensure your family 
is taken care of." 

Frankie admits that Chico is a bit spoiled.  He has taken over the chair that James used to sit in 
and has made it his own.  And at night, he sleeps with Frankie.  Each day, unless it is too rainy, as 
Chico doesn't like to get his feet wet, they go on a 2-mile walk.  Their favorite place to walk is the 
Mendenhall River trail although they also like to walk out-the-road near their home.  Chico also 
loves to ride in the car and always hops in the back seat.  Frankie believes that his former owners 
must have trained him to ride this way.  He has a big basket full of toys and really likes the ones 
that squeak!  He especially likes it when Frankie teases him with his squeaky toys. 

Chico is also very protective of Frankie.  When asked what surprised her most about him, she 
quickly said "for a small dog, he has a really big bark!"  Indeed, if you only heard him, you'd 
expect a much larger dog. 

This sweetheart of a dog is a perfect companion for Frankie.  Frankie says that Chico gives her 
unconditional love and helps her keep more active.  She also likes having someone to care for and 
who depends on her to be there for him.  For his part, Chico gets love, attention, and great care 
from Frankie.   They are a perfect match, great companions and prove that sometimes you can 
both give and receive comfort, all at the same time.  Our highest wish is that all animals can find 
homes where they are as loved and cared for as Chico.In his book, “The Little Prince,” Antoine 
de Saint-Exupery says, “It is only with the heart that one can see rightly:  what is essential is 
invisible to the eye.”  Love may be blind, and fate may have taken Stanley’s sight, but he is an 
incredibly special being with a big heart who clearly “sees” that he is well-loved and secure 
with his extended forever family. Story & Photos by Kerry Howard, 

GHS Board Member & Volunteer 

HAPPY TAILS 
STORIES OF SUCCESSFUL ADOPTION FROM GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY 



 
 

HOW CAN I HELP? 
 

There are many ways you can help GHS care for animals in our community. 
However you choose to help Gastineau Humane Society care for animals is greatly appreciated. 

SIMPLE WAYS TO 
SUPPORT GASTINEAU 

HUMANE SOCIETY 
SHOP VIA AMAZON SMILE: 

Instead of just shopping at Amazon, shop 
at Amazon Smile. Amazon will 
donate .5% of your Amazon purchases to 
GHS at no cost to you. You can set up 
GHS as your charity by going into your 
Amazon account settings, “change your 
charity” and entering our charity number: 
92-0057621. Then each time you go to 
www.smile.amazon.com your purchases 
will automatically benefit the shelter. 

SHOP AT FRED MEYER WITH 
GHS AS YOUR REWARDS CARD 

CHARITY: 
8181 Glacier Hwy. - (907)789-6500 

www.fredmeyer.com 

Set up GHS as your Fred Meyer’s 
Rewards charity, then shop. It won't cost 
you an extra cent, and YOU get to keep 
your fuel points. Whenever you use your 
Rewards Card, you will be helping GHS 
earn a donation from Fred Meyer. 

RECYCLE WITH SKOOKUM: 

1725 Anka St. - (907) 463-3001 
www.skookumrecycling.net 

Bring your aluminum cans to GHS and 
place them in our recycling bin on the side 
of the building closest to the mural.  
Skookum donates the aluminum proceeds 
to GHS. 
 
When you drop off scrap metal at 
Skookum, let them know that you want to 
donate the proceeds to GHS. 
 

CONSIGN & SH0P AT 
ALASKAN DAMES: 

9131 Glacier Hwy. - (907) 790-3263 
www.alaskandames.com 

Consign your gently used clothes at 
Alaskan Dames under the GHS account.  
You can use your e-mail address or ours: 

admin@ghspets.org. When your clothes 
sell, they raise money for the shelter. 

Bring your own bag to shop at Alaskan 
Dames & Alaskan Dames will give you a 
nickel to place in their GHS donation box 
in return for not using a bag. 

DONATE TO GHS 
THROUGH VARIOUS 

DONATION PROGRAMS 
GREATEST NEED: 

Donations to this fund go to support 
whatever is in the greatest need at the time. 
That may be food, veterinary care, or even 
new beds. Greatest need refers to what is 
most needed by the animals we care for, 
right now.  

SPAY AND NEUTER FUND: 

Donations made to the Spay & Neuter 
Fund are used to provide spay and neuter 
assistance to individuals who cannot 
afford this surgery for their pet, and/or to 
offset the cost of our in-house spay & 
neuter program for the animals we adopt 
out.  

2nd CHANCE FUND: 

This fund assists animals who need special 
care of one kind or another in order to live 
their lives in the healthiest and happiest 
way possible.  

 DONATION IN MEMORY OF: 

If you have a friend or relative who has 
recently suffered the loss of a beloved pet, 
or you yourself have, a donation made in 
the pets name is a wonderful and 
meaningful memorial. 

DONATION IN HONOR OF: 

A donation made In Honor of someone is 
a wonderful way to celebrate their 
birthday, or any special day!  

Easily donate online at www.ghspets.org 
or you can call us at 789-0260 and make a 
contribution over the phone. We also love 
to see and meet our contributors in person!  

Contributions may also be mailed to: 

Gastineau Humane Society 
7705 Glacier Highway 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 

LEGACY GIVING FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS: 

By making an estate gift to Gastineau 
Humane Society, you can make a long 
lasting contribution to the welfare of many 
animals cared for at our shelter; including 
humane education, effective law 
enforcement of animal protection laws, 
maintenance of a quality shelter, and great 
animal care and forever family adoptions. 

GHS depends on financial contributions 
from people like you to ensure a stable, 
secure future. 

We encourage friends like you to consider 
naming GHS as a beneficiary in your will, 
trust, retirement plan and/or life insurance 
policy, and/or giving GHS IFQs 
(individual fishing quotas) in your will. 

DONATE SUPPLIES 
FROM OUR WISH LIST 

CLEANING SUPPLIES 
Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Sponges, 
Soft Soap, Hand Sanitizer, Unscented, 

Dryer Sheets, Windex, Bleach 
Gallon & Snack Size Ziplock Bags 

Laundry Detergent (High Efficiency) 
 

PET SUPPLIES 
Peanut Butter 

Yummy Chummies 
Kirkland Puppy Chow 

Kirkland Adult Food Lamb & Rice 
Johnny Cat Clay Litter* 

Wood Pellets* (we use them for cat 
litter!) 

*WE DO NOT USE CLUMPING LITTER 
Kirkland Cat Maintenance 

Purina One-Smart Blend 7+ 
(for Senior cats) 

Canned Cat Food - Pate Style 
 

GHS is a private non-profit 501(c 3 corporation. Donations to GHS may be tax deductible. Consult your tax professional. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.fredmeyer.com/
http://www.skookumrecycling.net/
http://www.alaskandames.com/
http://www.ghspets.org/


 

and dogs extensively before they 
choose which one would be good fit 
for their family, but rarely as much 
forethought is put into researching 
whether a small animal is the right 
choice. 

Small animals each have varying 
life expectancies, and different social 
and medical needs as they mature.  
While mice may only live for 2-3 
years, a ferret can live upwards of 8 
years, and a chinchilla or exotic bird 
can live for 15 years or more!  Ferrets 
are very social animals and do better 
pairs or groups, while hamsters are 
more independent and do just fine on 
their own. 

As more and more small animals 
pour into the shelter each year, it 
proves harder and harder for us to find 
homes for all of our small animals in 
a timely manner.  Frequently the 
shelter has four rabbits or six guinea 
pigs at one time.  Although one or two 
may get adopted each month, another 
one or two will generally arrive during 
that time as well.  When there are 
multiple small animals of one kind, 
older or special needs animals are 
frequently passed up by adopting 
families.  In turn, this means that small 
animals are generally are here much 
longer than a cat or a dog before they 
can find a forever home. 

You can help small animals in 
need by raising social awareness, 
discouraging impulse pet purchases, 
adopting instead of buying, and by 
spreading the word that Gastineau 
Humane Society always has many 
small animals just waiting for the right 
family to come along! 

 

AN INFLUX OF SMALL 
ANIMALS OVER THE PAST 

FEW YEARS MEANS SMALL 
RESIDENTS ARE STAYING 

LONGER THAN EVER  
Did you know that the Gastineau 

Humane Society has an extensive 
assortment of small animals available 
for adoption on a regular basis?  We 
successfully adopted out over 80 
small animals over the course of the 
last twelve months alone! 

Many people are unaware of how 
many small animals we commonly 
have up for adoption.  Unfortunately, 
we have a much harder time placing 
these little ones than you might think. 

Over the last few years we have 
been seeing more and more small 
animals relinquished to us.  Cheap 
animal sales and the ease of internet 
shopping make it easy for people to 
acquire animals without much effort. 

Part of the problem is that many 
people will impulse buy a small 
animal for themselves or their 
children, not fully appreciating that a 
commitment needs to be made for 
that animal’s entire lifetime.  A 
Guinea Pig purchased for your child 
when they are 10, may not be as 
interesting to them when they are 15.  
Are you willing and able to take care 
of the pet once your children have 
lost interest? 

The second part of the problem 
lies with pet owners who don’t seem 
to place as much value on small 
animals as they would a cat or a dog.  
People will frequently research cats 

S MAL L  ANI MAL S  
RE G UL ARL Y 

AVAI L AB L E  AT  G H S 

BUNNIES! ALL KINDS! 

HAMSTERS! 

GUINEA PIGS!  

PARAKEETS! 

SMALL ANIMALS NEED HOMES TOO. 

RATS! 

FERRETS! 

GERBILS! 
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The Gastineau Humane Society hosted its second annual Run Fur Fun on April 16th at Mendenhall 
Campground.  The event was a great success, bringing in just over $2,500 in funds to help animals at the 
shelter.  This year there were over 140 participants that made the Run Fur Fun in support of the Gastineau 
Humane Society.  Many participants brought along their canine companions to join in the fun. 

Sincere thanks go to our many partners and supporters: the Alaskan Brewing Company, Southeast Road 
Runners, the U.S. Forest Service, Juneau Ranger District, emcee Kevin Sellers, Art Sutch, Pat Race, 
Grateful Dogs of Alaska, Wings Airways, Chilkat Treatery, Foodland IGA, and Petco. 

Gastineau Humane Society would like to thank everyone who came out to enjoy the day and support the 
animals.  A special thank you to all of our hardworking volunteers, GHS Board members, and our 
Executive Director who volunteered to help with set up, running, and take down of the event. 

Volunteers make events like these possible.  If you are interested in volunteering for future events, check 
out our volunteer opportunities online at www.ghspets.org/volunteer 

 

GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY 
HOSTED ITS SECOND ANNUAL 
RUN FUR FUN ON APRIL 16TH! 

 

Run Fur Fun photo courtesy Kerry Howard 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ADOPTIONS AT GHS!!  

The “stereotypical” Animal Control 
Officer looks like a person screaming down 
the road towards a dog with a crazed look in 
their eye, wielding a large net, stealing the 
family dog from its protected yard while 
driving away, laughing loudly and 
sinisterly… 

 
While this may seem like an absurd 

comparison to the reality of a professional 
Juneau Animal Control & Protection Officer, 
the stereotype portrayed in movies may be 
the first thing that a person thinks about 
when hearing the words “Animal Control.” 

In reality, Animal Control & Protection 
Officers are dedicated to public safety and 
ensuring the wellbeing of all domestic 
animals. Education is the primary goal for all 
of our Animal Control Officers when dealing 
with a pet owner for issues regarding their 
animal(s).  Most responsible pet owners 
don’t have many interactions with Animal 
Control Officers in regards to enforcement, 
but officers understand that mistakes can 
happen, even with the most responsible of 
pet owners.   Our officers are usually willing 
to work with cooperative pet owners to 
ensure both they and their pets make Juneau 
an awesome place to live with animals.  That 
is a challenging but rewarding task for all of 
our officers. 

 

 
JUNEAU ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS 

BRETT, ANDY & KAREN 
(with Office Assistants Lena & Orlando) 

 

From investigating animal cruelty or neglect 
cases, to chasing down a dog in heavy highway 
traffic, Juneau’s Animal Control & Protection 
Officers receive upwards of 1000 calls per month 
that require an officer’s attention.  There are only 
three Animal Control Officers in Juneau, which 
works out to about one officer per 10,000 people. 
With the average household owning 1.6 dogs and 
2.1 cats, that’s a monumental amount of animals 
to assist the public with each and every year.  
Juneau’s Animal Control Officers are up to the 
task though, responding to calls during all hours 
of the day and night, 365 days a year, dealing 
with both pleasant and unpleasant pets and 
owners alike, on a regular basis. 

 

Gastineau Humane Society’s hope is 
that the public starts to see our Animal 
Control Officers as the advocates they 
truly are for public and animal safety.  
They are here to look out for each animal’s 
best interest, no matter the circumstance.  
That includes making sure owners are 
abiding by ordinances placed by the city, 
including having a current rabies 
vaccination, being currently licensed, or 
not roaming the streets unattended. 

Routinely returning currently licensed 
animals to homes, officers frequently cite 
owners with nothing more than a cautionary 
word and some educational resources to 
help remedy an animal roaming freely.  
Officers commonly mediate in 
neighborhood disputes over barking 
complaints or people not removing their 
pet’s waste; trying to help negotiate a 
middle ground to please all parties 
involved. 

It’s a demanding job, and our officers 
don’t always get the thanks that they 
deserve, but seeing an animal loved that 
was once beaten, or an animal safe at home 
that was once lost, is all the reward they 
usually need.  However, if you’re out and 
about, and appreciate the work that our 
officers do… feel free to give them a wave 
and a “hello”.   Let them know that you 
appreciate the work they do, and that you 
don’t abide by that old stereotype, and that 
you know that they are more than just a 
“dog catcher”. 

 

 WWW.GHSPETS.ORG - 7705 GLACIER HIGHWAY, JUNEAU, AK 99801- (907) 789-0260 

ANIMAL CONTROL & PROTECTION:  MORE THAN JUST A “DOG CATCHER” 



 

 

What a wonderful summer it has been so far!  We have had both wonderful weather and a record low number of 
cats at the shelter this spring and summer.  This is great news, as we are able to better serve each animal’s 
individual needs as our shelter numbers drop.  This also means that more and more people are choosing to adopt, 
and we couldn’t be happier about it! 

Although we have had lower overall cat numbers this summer, we have also seen an increase in the number of 
dogs we are having to find homes for, and a significant increase in the number of small animals coming through 
the shelter.  As our community’s needs change, so do our shelter needs.  Changes to the shelter, no matter how 
small, require us to spend money to create environments that will better fulfill the needs of not only cats, but 
dogs and small shelter animals.  Donating and participating in fundraisers are two simple ways you can help us 
make these small changes to improve housing and enrichment for all our animals in the shelter. 

The next few months have some exciting ways you can get involved and support the Gastineau Humane Society, 
from participating in our annual Alaska Pets Calendar Contest from August 28th through October 21st, to joining 
us for an evening of fun fundraising at the GHS Wine/Beer Tasting & Silent Auction on October 28th at the 
Juneau Arts and Culture Center.  All proceeds from both of these fundraising events go directly to benefit the 
animals here at the Gastineau Humane Society. You can find more information about getting involved at GHS 
by volunteering or donating on our website at ghspets.org. 

The staff and board of directors thanks you and other animal lovers for your ongoing support, and we look 
forward to seeing you at these and other upcoming events.    

- Matt Musslewhite - Executive Director Gastineau Humane Society 

 

 

Gastineau Humane Society 
7705 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801 
ghspets.org 
(907) 789-0260 

 


