
  

 

This has been an eventful end of year for 
the Gastineau Humane Society. We 
wrapped up our Annual Calendar Contest 
and published our Alaska Pets Calendars 
(on sale now at GHS!), hosted our 3rd 
annual Beer/Wine Tasting and Silent 
Auction in October, attended the Public 
Market with our friends at the Raptor 
Center, assisted the Juneau Arts and 
Culture Center with their Pet Therapy stress 

relief on Election Day, hosted a FREE 
Microchipping event at Mendenhall Auto 
with a generous grant from the ASPCA and 
Subaru Share the Love, and we also visited 
the Craft Fair at the Mendenhall Mall. 
Our adoption coordinators have been 
extremely busy this year with an influx of 
about 40 young kittens coming into 
adoption over the past several months, not 
to mention all of our other adoptable 

animals that we usually have. Adoption 
numbers for the year have been fantastic 
overall, with GHS finding homes for over 
300 animals so far this year! 
As the year ends, we humbly ask you to 
remember the animals we shelter here at 
Gastineau Humane Society who still need 
love and care until we find them forever 
homes, and to please consider GHS in your 
end of year giving plans. 
 

What’s been happening at the Gastineau Humane Society? 
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G A S T I N E A U  H U M A N E  S O C I E T Y  

S C U L L Y  F I N A L L Y  F I N D S  H O M E  

Pit Bull Mix at 
Shelter Since July 

Finally Finds a 
Forever Home! 

 

Scully is a super sweet girl who unfortunately fell into the category of 
“Hard to Adopt” animals. These include older animals, special needs animals, 
and what some call “bully breeds”. Scully is a “Pit bull”, a common name for 
a type of dog in North America of the “pit bull type”. This includes the 
American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, American Bully, 
and Staffordshire Bull Terrier. Although frequently stereotyped as scary and 
aggressive dogs, many of these dogs are incredibly sweet and gentle… just 
like Scully. 

Scully herself looks big and scary, and sometimes her playful snort sounds 
can be accidently mistaken for something of a more aggressive tone, but 
Scully is just a big girl, who needed someone strong enough to control her on 
a leash, and who was willing to take on manners training with this all too 
often overlooked breed. 

Although Scully is thick and powerful, she is really just all kisses, loving 
pig-like snorts, and full body tail wags. She is good on a leash, great with 
other large dogs and loves people. The one drawback was that Scully liked to 
chase things. Therefore, we recommended a home without cats or other small 
animals, which was a bit of a tall order. It took a while to find the right home 
for her, but we are pleased to announce that Scully has finally found a new 
home! 

Hard to adopt animals like Scully usually take a lot longer to find forever 
homes, but they eventually do. We like to think that the right family is just 
waiting for those harder to adopt animals, and that eventually, they will find 
each other. 
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S A M M Y 
Sammy is the second cat that 
Carlene and Pete Bednarowicz 
have adopted from GHS.  
Carlene’s advice to prospective 
cat owners is “Go for the older 
cats—they are the best!” 

SAMMY 
Santa had a very important gift to deliver last Christmas.  Unfortunately, he just didn’t know who it should 
belong to.  In early December 2015, he received the following letter: 
 
Dear Santa Claws: 
     I am writing to you for a very special present this year.  You know that I have been an exceptionally good girl and am hoping 
you can grant my wish.  You see, I have been waiting at Gastineau Humane Society for a forever home for almost two years and, 
as much as I like it here, I’d really like a family to call my own. 
     I have seen many of my fellow felines come and go and I am very happy for them.  However, the longer I am here, the more I 
wonder where my family is. 
     I am just 7.5 years old.  As you know, I am very talkative and have plenty to say regarding food and affection.  I especially 
like mouse toys and rolling around in catnip.  I also love body rubs and brush time.  In short, I am very easy to please Santa, 
am I asking too much?  I am a well-rounded kitty who has so much to give.  Can you please find me a special family who will 
see how much I have to offer and will give me a forever home?  I’ve spent two Christmases waiting for them to find me.  I know 
they are out there and I’d be ever so grateful to find them! 

     Love, Sammy 
Clearly Sammy was a special cat who needed a forever home!  She first arrived as a stray at the Gastineau 
Humane Society (GHS) in August of 2008.  GHS was able to find her owners, but they decided to relinquish 
her rather than come get her.  She was adopted out that same month and then returned and adopted out yet 
again.  In November of 2013, Sammy was back at GHS, abandoned in their front entry.  She remained at 
GHS for a year until she went out into her first foster home.  That arrangement lasted only a month and she 
was returned.  Another year had come and gone and her chances for a forever home seemed uncertain. 
 
Enter Carlene and Pete.  Their beloved 19-year old cat, Kittylee, had died in July of 2014.  A life-long cat 
lover, Carlene was so sad, she couldn’t imagine ever having another cat.  Their daughter kept encouraging 
them to go to GHS “just to look,” but Carlene resisted.  But after 17 months—in December of last year-- 
something changed and Carlene decided to go to GHS to look.  They were unaware of Sammy’s plight and 
her special plea for a forever home before Xmas—they just knew they might be ready for another cat. 
Carlene saw Sammy and knew right away that she was the one.  They knew they wanted an older cat and 
Sammy had a similar coloring to Kittylee, so they decided they would take her home to foster to see if it 
would work out.  
 
Once they brought Sammy home, they were smitten.  Even though Sammy had been living at the shelter a 
very long time, she immediately adapted to life at their house and made herself at home. They officially 
adopted her on January 26, 2016, which they plan to celebrate as her birthdate. 
 
Once Sammy was home, they quickly realized she was an affectionate lap cat.  She enjoys being by them or 
sitting on the couch.  She purrs like a motor and keeps herself well-groomed.  At first she seemed content to 
be inside but then let them know she also wanted to go outside.  Carlene says Sammy is very good about 
“letting them know what she wants.”  Her home is in a safe place and she rarely ventures further than her 
deck or immediate yard.  There is another orange tabby, Lucas, who lives next door that they joke is her 
boyfriend.   Pete eventually installed a cat door for her but they note that she only goes out through the cat 
door and insists on coming in through the people door.  She isn’t extremely playful, but does like her catnip 
mouse and ball. 
 
Carlene’s favorite things about Sammy are that she is so affectionate and smart.  Pete says that “he likes 
Sammy because Sammy likes him.”  Sammy is very sociable and whenever company comes over, Sammy 
greets them and rubs against them.  Carlene says that Sammy has “brought her a lot of happiness.”  It is hard 
for them to imagine why anyone would have returned her to the shelter but they are grateful that somehow 
Sammy found her way to a forever home with them.  As Carlene notes, “A lot of people missed out on a 
really great cat!” 
 
The connection we form with our pets is a special one. They make us laugh with their silly antics, worry over 
their smallest malady and cheer us up during our darker days. And nothing makes them happier than being 
able to sneak a slobbery kiss or give a gentle nudge of affection — it’s all in the name of love. 
 
Every animal deserves a loving home and GHS works hard to find one for every animal that comes through 
their doors.  Although it took a long time for Sammy to find her forever home, she is about to spend her 
second Christmas with Carlene and Pete and they can’t imagine life without her.  That is the very best gift of 
all and Santa definitely found the right owners! 
 
Whether you’re interested in adopting a dog, cat, or small animal, GHS staff can help you find your perfect 
match.  They believe there is always hope for the animals that come through their doors and they know that 
finding the right home can change the course of that animal’s life from demise to delight.  This holiday 
season always be grateful for the love and companionship you receive from your pets. 

Story & Photos by Kerry Howard, 
GHS Board Member & Volunteer 

HAPPY TAILS 
STORIES OF SUCCESSFUL ADOPTION FROM GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY 



 
 

Gastineau Humane Society News 
NEW FUND TO HELP 

PEOPLE STRUGGLING 
WITH COST OF END OF 
LIFE CARE FOR THEIR 

ANIMALS  
We are pleased to announce that we have 
recently started a fund to assist those 
individuals who cannot afford humane 
euthanasia for their animals. 

Euthanasia costs can be impossible for 
some families to afford. The Gastineau 
Humane Society Compassionate Care 
Fund was created in order to assist those 
people who know the time has come for 
their animal, but whom are unable to 
afford the cost of providing this important 
and compassionate end of life care. 

Please contact GHS at 789-0260 if you are 
in need of financial assistance in order to 
humanely euthanize your animal. 

Contributions to the Compassionate Care 
Fund, to help pets and owners in need, are 
always welcomed. 

Easily donate online at www.ghspets.org 
or you can call us at 789-0260 and make a 
contribution over the phone. 

Contributions may also be mailed to: 

Gastineau Humane Society 
7705 Glacier Highway 

Juneau, AK 99801 
 
 

The GHS Compassionate Care Fund 
is made possible by a generous 

donation from Julie and Tim Dogget. 

LONGTIME GHS 
VOLUNTEER HARRIET 
BOTELHO TURNS 100  

Harriet is a very special volunteer to the staff 
of Gastineau Humane Society, and this year 
our dear friend Harriet joined a very special 
group of people called “centenarians”; 
someone who has reached the age of 100. 

She can’t remember exactly when she 
started volunteering at GHS, but it has been 
“at least 30 years”, according to a Happy 
Tails article written by GHS Board Member 
Kerry Howard. She started volunteering at 
GHS when she retired and says it has really 
been the “most fulfilling endeavor.” 

For years Harriet has had a special place in 
her heart for all of the animals at GHS, 
especially the elderly cats who are generally 
harder to adopt. Frequently, Harriet stops in 
and ask about this cat and that cat, 
wondering who has found homes, and who 
is still in adoption. She takes a very keen 
interest in where the senior animals go, and 
how long they have been at the shelter. 

For the last ten years or so, Harriet has 
selflessly and quietly typed individual letters 
to everyone who adopts an animal from 
GHS.  She rarely signs her name personally, 
but if you’ve adopted and received such a 
letter from GHS, now you know who wrote 
it. 

So long and devoted are Harriet’s efforts at 
Gastineau Humane Society, that at her 
recent birthday celebration, we were able to 
capture her picture  not only with our current 
Executive Director Matt Musslewhite 
(seated left), but also with  two other former 
GHS Executive Directors, Linda Blefgen 
(standing center) and Chava Lee (seated 
right). 

Thank you for all you do for GHS Harriet! 

GHS AWARDED 
SMALL GRANT FROM 

ASPCA & SUBARU 
Gastineau Humane Society was awarded a 
small grant from Subaru and the ASPCA, 
and in partnership with Mendenhall Auto 
Center, was able to offer vouchers for FREE 
MICROCHIPS for pets during a Subaru 
Share the Love Event in November.  

GHS Board Members Maren Brantner (left) 
and Liz Clark (not pictured) and Executive 
Director Matt Musslewhite (right) spent the 
day at Mendenhall Auto handing out 
microchip vouchers and communicating the 
benefits of microchipping animals. 

Did you know that 97% of the cats that come 
into the Gastineau Humane Society cannot 
be identified and returned to their homes? In 
an effort to ensure they always return home 
safely, GHS offered FREE vouchers to 
microchip pets at Mendenhall Auto Center. 

The best way to ensure your pet is returned 
to you is to have them licensed and 
microchipped. Currently, only dogs are 
required to have a license in Juneau, but all 
animals benefit from a microchip. Although 
it is not a tracking device, it is another way 
to identify your animal should they lose their 
collar. 

A Microchip is about the size of a gain of 
rice, and is injected under the skin, very 
much like receiving a shot. There is no 
surgical procedure required and it is 
relatively painless. 

If you missed this special event, GHS offers 
low-cost microchipping year round during 
our Rabies Vaccination/Microchip Clinics; 
every Tuesday between 2:00pm-5:00pm at 
GHS. Microchips are only $40 each. 

 
GHS is a private non-profit 501(c 3 corporation. Donations to GHS may be tax deductible. Consult your tax professional. 

http://www.ghspets.org/


  

The Gastineau Humane Society hosted its third annual Beer & Wine Tasting / Silent Auction at 
the Juneau Arts and Culture Center on October 28th, the Friday before Halloween. This year’s event was 
“costume optional”, which added an extra dose of fun for everyone during the evening. There were lots 
of wonderful local auction items to choose from, including some wonderful sightseeing trips, adorable 
pet themed gifts, and beautiful jewelry and artwork from various artists. K&L Distributors, Specialty 
Imports, and Alaskan Brewing Co. provided the delicious assortment of beverages to taste, and 
scrumptious hors d'oeuvres were furnished by Breeze In. 

This year’s Wine & Beer Tasting and Silent Auction fundraiser was a great success, and with 
support from animals lovers like you, we were able to raise almost $12,000 to help animals in need, right 
here in Juneau. Thank you to everyone who came out and supported Gastineau Humane Society at this 
delightful event. 

If you missed this year’s Beer/Wine Tasting and Silent Auction, be sure to keep an eye on our 
website at www.ghspets.org or on our Facebook page for other exciting upcoming events! 

GASTINEAU HUMANE SOCIETY 
HOSTED ITS 3RD ANNUAL 

BEER & WINE TASTING / SILENT AUCTION 
ON OCTOBER 28TH 

 

http://www.ghspets.org/


 

  

puppies and dogs that have not been vaccinated against canine 
distemper are at especially at risk. Dogs initially develop cold-
like symptoms, reduced appetite, and vomiting. As the virus 
progresses it attacks the nervous system, and dogs can develop 
partial or complete paralysis. Vaccination is crucial in preventing 
canine distemper. 

Panleukopenia, sometimes called “feline distemper,” is a highly 
contagious virus that can infect not only domestic cats but also 
raccoons and minks. It is transmitted through direct contact 
between cats and contact with common surfaces where the virus 
can survive for a year or more. Litter boxes, bowls, cages, and 
hands can all transmit the virus. Infected cats can spread the 
virus through vomit, feces, and other bodily secretions. Kittens 
aged 3-5 months are the most susceptible to the virus, although it 
can strike cats at any age. Vaccination is the best way to prevent 
the spread of the panleukopenia virus. 

Feline Leukemia Virus (FeLV) is one of the most feared causes 
of disease in cats, responsible for almost a third of cancer deaths. 
Feline leukemia is most commonly spread directly between cats 
through mutual grooming and shared water bowls and litter 
boxes, urine, saliva, milk, tears and blood, and in feces. 
Symptoms can include everything from vomiting, loss of 
appetite, lethargy, and diarrhea to cancers including leukemia 
and lymphoma. Infected cats are also susceptible to infections by 
other organisms and commonly succumb to other diseases. The 
FeLV vaccine is highly recommended for all cats, but cats 
should be tested before the vaccine is given. 

Fleas are a parasite that live off the blood of their hosts, and are 
commonly found on dogs and cats. Pets “catch” fleas through 
contact with other animals or contact with fleas in the 
environment, especially during the warm summer months here in 
Juneau. Fleas jump onto your pet from the environment or other 
infested animals. The flea’s bite can cause itching, but for some 
pets, this itching can be severe and lead to hair-loss, 
inflammation and secondary skin infections. Fleas are also 
known to transmit tapeworms as well as bacterial and viral 
pathogens to both dogs and humans. Their favorite places to nest 
are furry areas and on the pet's belly and inner thighs. Fleas are 
best treated with medications available through a licensed 
veterinarian, and the age and size of your pet is incredibly 
important to take into consideration in order not to 
accidently overdose your pet. Overdose from grocery store 
flea medication is incredibly common and can be fatal, so 
please… check with your veterinarian first! 

OTHER REASONS TO CALL YOUR VETERINARIAN  

You should call your vet if your pet has had diarrhea or 
vomiting for more than 24 hours, has had a change in eating or 
drinking habits, begins to eliminate more frequently or in odd 
places, has had a marked behavioral change, or any time you are 
concerned about the health of your pet. 

Here are all the veterinarians located in Juneau, Alaska: 

• Juneau Veterinary Hospital - 789-3444 
• Southeast Alaska Animal Medical Center - 789-7551 
• Tongass Veterinary Services, LLC - 209-8855 
• Walker Veterinary Service - (Home Visits) - 790-1887 

REGULAR VETERINARY VISITS ARE 
IMPORTANT FOR THE HEALTH OF YOUR 

PET, NO MATTER WHAT THEIR AGE. 
REGULAR VETERINARY VISITS  

Regular veterinary visits are important for the health of your 
pet, no matter what their age. Puppies and kittens require a 
series of booster shots in their early development, just like 
children, and vaccinations for adult animals are typically only 
good for 1-3 years. 

Annual visits to evaluate the condition of your middle aged 
pet’s health allow your veterinarian to discover potential 
problems before they become detrimental to the quality of your 
pet’s life or even life threatening. By examining your pet’s coat 
and skin, eyes and ears, teeth, and listening to your pet’s heart 
and lungs, veterinarians can tell quite a bit about an animal’s 
health status. Early detection of any medical issue is essential in 
the successful treatment of many common issues pets might 
face, from ear infections to thyroid problems.  

Just like humans, the older a pet becomes, there are health 
issues that can affect their quality of life. From treating dental 
disease before it becomes a serious infection to managing 
arthritis so that your pet can continue to walk their favorite 
trails with you, your veterinarian can help your elderly pet live 
a happy, fulfilling life long into their senior years. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF VACCINATIONS  

Preventative care for common companion animal diseases such 
as rabies, distemper, parvovirus, panleukopenia, and FeLV 
vaccinations are integral to not only the health of your dog, but 
to everyone in our community.  

Rabies is a fatal disease that is easily preventable with 
vaccination. The disease is transmitted through the saliva of 
infected animals, and can be transmitted to your dog, cat, or 
ferret and your family. Even indoor-only pets should be 
vaccinated because you never know what can happen; it doesn’t 
take much for a bat to get into your home or your pet to meet up 
with wildlife in your backyard or on the trails.  

Canine parvovirus is a devastating disease that can have a 50% 
mortality rate in affected dogs. The good news is that with 
proper vaccination, or “Parvo” as it’s sometimes called, is just 
about 100% preventable. Parvovirus is spread through contact 
with infected feces or vomit - it is a very hardy virus that can 
persist in the environment for many months long after the 
infected dog has left the area. This is particularly important 
when considering taking your dog to any public place.  

Canine distemper is a contagious disease caused by a virus that 
attacks the respiratory, gastrointestinal and nervous systems of 
puppies and dogs. Distemper is often fatal, and dogs that do 
survive usually have permanent, irreparable nervous system 
damage. The virus is also commonly found in wildlife such as 
foxes, wolves, coyotes, raccoons, skunks, mink and ferrets. 
Dogs become infected through airborne exposure or by shared 
food and water bowls from an infected dog or wild animal. 
Infected animals can spread the virus for months, and pregnant 
dogs can pass the virus to their puppies. All dogs are at risk but 

PREVENTATIVE VETERINARY CARE 
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A kennel technician’s job is a hard 
and thankless one, and it’s not for 
everyone. While most people have a 
hard enough time cleaning up after 
their own pet, a kennel technician 
spends all day cleaning up after and 
caring for the shelter’s many pets. For 
the last 14 years, Monica Puustinen 
has devoted her life to caring for 
animals at the Gastineau Humane 
Society, and always seems to do so 
with a smile on her face. 

Affectionately known to GHS staff 
as our “cat whisperer”, Monica’s usual 
duties include taking care of the cats 
both in adoption, and pre-adoption 
areas of the shelter. With a gentle 
spirit and a kind heart, Monica always 
knows which one of our cats is more 
of a social butterfly, and which one is 
more independently spirited. She is 
outstanding with important details 
like, “this cat doesn’t like its paws 
touched” or “that cat prefers to find its 
own way onto your lap, and not be 
picked up”. 

On a regular day in the shelter, you 
will usually hear Monica singing some 
sort of song and dancing while she 
scrubs away the cat rooms and 
kennels. You can also occasionally  

 

 
MONICA PUUSTINEN 

catch her speaking to the cats directly, 
asking them “How are you doing today?” 
or “Ok, you go in this room for a few 
minutes, and I’ll be back for you”. 

All of the animals at the shelter have 
different temperaments and different 
personalities. Monica is a wonderful asset 
to the shelter in the fact that she picks up 
very quickly on a cat’s personality, and is 
able to determine the best way to handle 
and move a cat faster than most. 

Starting in the early morning, 
Monica’s job on most days begins with 
feeding all of the cats in the shelter. After 
they have all been fed, it’s then time to 
move all of the cats out of their dirty 
kennels or common areas, and clean from 
top to bottom. That means, new dishes, 
new blankets, new litter boxes, and not 
only cleaning all surfaces, but disinfecting 
them too. 

In between moving cats around 
and cleaning their areas, there is also 
tons of laundry to be washed and 
dishes & litter pans to scrub and 
disinfect as well. Throw in the added 
other tasks of cleaning our meet and 
greet areas, making sure every cat has 
toys to occupy their time with, and 
monitoring the health of all of the 
animals she deals with on a daily 
basis; Monica’s day is pretty darn 
busy. 

Being employed by Gastineau 
Humane Society for longer than any 
other existing employee, Monica has 
stood the test of time. She is always 
eager to assist with questions about 
the cats, and occasionally even jumps 
in to help with the small animals and 
dogs. 

Monica’s work ethic is 
unbelievable. Hardly ever missing a 
day of work, except to take an 
occasional, well deserved vacation,  
Monica is one of the backbones of 
our many kennel staff who work hard 
every day to ensure all of our animals 
are taken care of. The key to 
Monica’s never failing work ethic 
must lie in her positive attitude, and 
of course, the occasional song.  

 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT:  MONICA PUUSTINEN - KENNEL TECHNICIAN 

ADOPTIONS AT GHS!!  



 

At this time of the year when we celebrate family and friends, the staff and volunteers of the Gastineau 
Humane Society would like to express our deep gratitude and appreciation to our members and 
supporters. 

Throughout the year, the homeless animals of the shelter have been a presence in the lives of many. 
Children have conducted food drives in their classrooms, birthday party gifts requested to be gifts to the 
shelter animals, Girl Scout troops have collected supplies for the shelter and even created gift cards for 
sale to help raise funds for shelter animals in need. Our volunteers have given their time to make a 
difference in the lives of our shelter animals. Although these animals don’t have voices, we are sure 
that they feel overwhelmed at the compassion shown to them. 

But the greatest gift of all for the shelter animals, one that is given with joy and love, is the day when 
one of our beloved animals begins the journey to its new home. 

Each of the shelter animals has a story to tell, a journey that for many has been difficult. The kindness 
and compassion of those who honored these journeys, each of you, make this journey one of hope. 
From each of you, this gift is priceless for it is the gift of health and home. We thank each of you and 
wish for all a healthy and happy new year. 

- Matt Musslewhite - Executive Director Gastineau Humane Society 

 

Gastineau Humane Society 
7705 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801 
ghspets.org 
(907) 789-0260 

 


